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News from the Port: 

 

Meet the new Port of Walla Walla Executive Director, Patrick Reay. 

As the new Executive Director of the Port of Walla Walla, I would like to take this opportunity to 

introduce myself and to thank you for being such valued members of our community.  

Throughout my career, I’ve worked with and for government agencies in various different capacities and 

I could not be more thrilled to be in this new role with the Port of Walla Walla. After completing the past 

twelve years as the city administrator for the city of College Place, I plan to bring my past experiences in 

local government and the Walla Walla Valley to enhance the Port’s role as the lead economic 

development agency for Walla Walla County. 

I started on July 1st and have been working with our talented Port staff and Port Commissioners to 

continue to identify and complete priorities for the organization going forward. Many of the projects 

have been in the works for years and will completed in the near term, with many new projects to be 

developed in the future.  

As I begin to settle into my new role with the Port, I will be getting out in the community to introduce 

myself. I might be familiar to some of our businesses in the Walla Walla Valley, but I will focus on 

meeting and introducing myself to our Port and Airport tenants and businesses. So I look forward to 

meeting a lot of you in that capacity and learning more about how the Port can benefit and support your 

different businesses.   

I look forward to meeting and working with you in the future.   

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me at the Port.  I’m very excited to work with and for you to 

continue the great work in the Walla Walla Valley! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Short Articles:  

Have You Visited a Walla Walla Public Library Lately? 

At the Walla Walla Public Library, you can reserve a room, download 

Audiobooks and eBooks, use a computer with Microsoft Office Suite programs 

and access the internet, as well as having access to research tools and 

databases such as ancestry libraries, auto repair, investment research, World 

Book Encyclopedia, Lyndia video tutorials, as well as signing up for email 

updates on new releases and suggested reads.  

At the Walla Walla County Library District, with locations in Burbank, Plaza, 

Prescott, Touchet, Vista Hermosa, and the Digital Branch, besides being able 

to check out books, DVD’s, audio books, and other typical library items, you 

can learn 30 languages through Rosetta Stone Library Solution, take over 400 

English language online courses through the Microsoft Imagine Academy, 

improve job-related skills with the Job & Career Accelerator, and have access to over 80 magazine titles 

with Zinio. Young readers can have early reading skills reinforced with Scholastic BookFlix or through the 

“1000 Books before Kindergarten” program.    

 

Curious to the Location of Capital & Transportation Enacted Projects? 

The Washington State Fiscal Information website provides detailed information about 

“interactive fiscal reports, project maps, budget bills & documents”. Specifically, 

you can view every capital and transportation project in the state by either county 

or legislative district, learn exactly what the project is, and see the authorized dollar 

amounts for 2013-2015. In short, there were 5 transportation projects and 14 

capital projects in Walla Walla County during the 2013-2015 time period.  

 

 

The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA): Location of 

Fatal Crashes - Washington 

Unfortunately, automobile accidents are a part of driving. But we also know 

that being a safe, responsible driver reduces the chances of being in an 

accident. So knowing where fatal auto accidents have occurred in the past 

makes the safe, responsible driver also an informed driver. To see the NHTSA 

interactive map of fatal traffic accidents in Washington State, click here. To 

see detailed information on Walla Walla County, click on the map near the vicinity and zoom-in once the 

map loads. 

http://wallawallapubliclibrary.org/
http://www.wwrurallibrary.com/
http://fiscal.wa.gov/WebMaps.aspx
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/departments/nrd-30/ncsa/STSI/53_WA/2014/Washington_Map_1_GIS_DATA_2014.HTM


Main Articles: 
 

Walla Walla County Has a Large 
Hispanic Community, Yet Still Less 
Diverse than Benchmarks By Scott 

Richter & Dr. Patrick Jones  
 
 
Diversity in a community is important for many 
reasons. Perhaps primarily, diversity in a 
community fosters an environment where 
issues in the community can be addressed from 
different points of view. The networks and 
connections 
existing 
among 
different 
organizations, 
clubs, and 
social 
movements in 
a community 
are important 
conduits for 
increasing the 
volume of the 
voices of sub-
cultures and 
minorities 
that have 
been 
historically 
been 
underrepresented in public decision-making.  
 
According to Dr. Paul Apostolidis - Professor at 
Whitman College and author of Breaks in the 
Chain: What Immigrant Workers Can Teach 
America About Democracy, “Non-immigrant 
communities are generally unaware of the 
tremendous economic benefits they get from 
having immigrants in the local population in 
large numbers. There is no way cheap food 
commodities would be available to any of us 
without the low wage labor under usually poor 

conditions that these Latino migrant workers 
perform.” 
 
Examining Indicator 0.2.2, Non-White 
Population as a Share of the Overall Population 
in the combined counties of Walla Walla and 
Columbia, we see first of all that there are only 
two-years of data. The limited scope of this 
indicator is due to the U.S. Census Bureau, the 
data source for this indicator, designating the 
combined counties of Walla Walla and 
Columbia as the 379th largest (or fourth 

smallest) 
Metropolitan 
Statistical Area 
(MSA) in the 
nation.   
 
Although the 
time trend is 
limited, the 
new MSA 
designation 
allows for 
annual 
statistical 
reports from 
the Census 
Bureau’s 
American 
Community 
Survey (ACS); 

previously, the information from the ACS was 
only available for Walla Walla County on a 3-
year moving average. This is true for all ACS 
sourced indicators on the trends site, including, 
but not limited to Median Age, Income 
Distribution, and Homeownership Rates.  
 
The second most apparent aspect of the Share 
of the Non-White Population is, although Walla 
Walla & Columbia Counties might not be as 
diverse as the benchmarks overall, the size of 
the Hispanic population as a share of the total  
far exceeds both benchmarks. Specifically 

http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=0&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=0&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=0&sub_cat_id=1&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=1&sub_cat_id=1&ind_id=3
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=1&sub_cat_id=1&ind_id=3
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=5&sub_cat_id=1&ind_id=4


during 2014, the share of Hispanics in the 
combined counties was 20.2% compared to 
12.2% in the state and 17.3% in the nation.  
 
Dr. Apostolidis explains “Both employment and 
family/kinship networks draw Latinos to the 
Valley. Jobs are in those industries which, in the 
U.S., have become structurally reliant on Latino 
workers. That includes not only farming, but 
also food processing and meat 
production. There are both recent migrant 
streams from Oaxaca and Michoacan Mexico, 
and older streams from Texas based Latino 
communities.”  
 

During 2014, the share of the population of the 
two counties that was made up of African-
American, Asian, or Native American was far 
lower, at 3.2%, compared to 13.0% in the state, 
and 18.3% in the nation. Furthermore during 
2014, the share of the population of Walla 
Walla County who were of two or more races 
was 2.4%, compared to 4.5% in the state, and 
2.2% in the nation.   
 
Dr. Apostolidis notes ‘there are obvious benefits 
to having a more culturally diverse local 
community as people from different cultures 
[have] different ways of life. This is especially 
important in increasingly globalized world.” 
 

 
---------------------- 

 
 

Per Capita Personal Income Keeping 
Pace but Below Benchmarks By Matt 

Lower and Dr. Patrick Jones 

 
Per capita personal income (PCPI) is an 

important metric of a region’s economic health. 

PCPI represents all sources of income - 

wage/salary, investments, rents, proprietors' 

income, pensions, transfer payments, etc. - 

divided by total population. Rising per capita 

personal income can signal an improving 

economy. Government agencies often use this 

measure to establish the need for certain 

programs or grants, while the private sector 

uses this metric in planning firm relocations, 

capital allocations, attracting businesses and 

guiding real estate decisions. Additionally, 

personal income can be an indicator of 

consumer demand, and can represent 

consumer purchasing power. 

 

During 2014, the per capita personal income in 

Walla Walla County (WWT 1.1.1), excluding the 

inmate population at the Washington State 

Penitentiary, was $41,341, increasing from 

$18,570, or by 123%, since 1993. (2015 data will 

be available this November.) Yet, Walla Walla 

County’s PCPI was lower than both Washington 

State ($49,610) and the United States 

($46,049). In general, the County’s PCPI has 

been relatively stable. For instance, PCPI here 

decreased by only 1.5% during the front end of 

the recession cycle (2007-2008), compared to a 

5.0% decline in Washington State and a 4.2% 

decline in the nation.  

Given that prison inmates make up 

approximately 4% of the Walla Walla County 

population, they have a significant impact on 

the County’s PCPI figures. Since no other county 

in the state faces this high a share incarcerated, 

the Trends presents the data with and without 

this population. When including the inmate 

population, the Walla Walla County PCPI falls to 

$39,648 for 2014. 

 

Walla Walla County’s PCPI is lower than that of 

Washington State or the nation because some 

of the county’s largest employing sectors are 

http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=1&sub_cat_id=1&ind_id=1
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=1&sub_cat_id=1&ind_id=1
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=1&sub_cat_id=3&ind_id=5


also among some of the nation’s lowest paying- 

22% of the county’s workforce is in agriculture 

and retail. Additionally, the second largest 

employing sector in the county, Health Care and 

Social Assistance, also contributes significantly 

to the County’s comparatively low PCPI. This 

category includes relatively highly paid Health 

Care workers but also low paid Social Assistance 

workers. Over time, the latter category has 

grown in relative size. Of the County’s Top Five 

Employing Sectors, Manufacturing and 

Government (currently employing about 1/3 of 

the labor force), by-and-large pay living wage or 

beyond. The 

presence of 

these 

sectors helps 

elevate PCPI, 

but closing 

the gap in 

between the 

County and 

Washington 

State will 

likely have 

to come 

from growth 

in new 

sectors. 

 

However, it is this same mix of industries that 

influenced the smaller decrease in PCPI in Walla 

Walla County versus Washington State or the 

nation when Great Recession arrived. 

Government wages were stagnant in the region 

throughout the recession, while the agriculture 

industry actually experienced a boom in wheat 

sales. Wages in the health care industries are 

generally less effected by economic downturn 

as in other industries, playing an additional role 

limiting the effects of the Recession on income 

in Walla Walla. A further note: While a key 

measure of economic success, PCPI is an 

average and does not measure the distribution 

of income among the population. 

 

As mentioned earlier, improvements in the 

County’s PCPI can come through economic 

diversification, targeting sectors that pay living 

wage 

jobs. 

Growing 

the 

County’s 

existing 

private 

sector 

while 

recruiting 

firms 

wishing 

for a 

Valhalla 

(an Urban 

Planning 

term for a 

rural location that is attractive to businesses 

because of a wide range of services and a high 

quality of life near major markets) is one 

strategy the regional economic development 

groups have in their wheelhouse as they look to 

increase incomes and opportunities. 

 

---------------------- 
 
 



County GDP Losing Pace with 
Benchmarks by Matt Lower and Dr. 

Patrick Jones 
 
Metropolitan Gross Domestic Product (Metro 

GDP) measures economic output of both goods 

and services produced in a given region. Metro 

GDP represents an effort to analyze local 

economies in a way that mirrors methods of 

national 

income and 

product 

accounting. 

This metric 

produces 

slightly larger 

numbers 

than personal 

income, as it 

contains 

imputed 

values for 

residential 

housing, 

corporate 

profits and 

depreciation, among others. According to the 

Bureau of Economic Analysis, the Metro GDP, 

"is the sub-state counterpart of the Nation's 

gross domestic product (GDP), the Bureau's 

featured and most comprehensive measure of 

U.S. economic activity. GDP by metropolitan 

area is derived as the sum of the GDP 

originating in all the industries in the 

metropolitan area." Metro GDP figures include 

federal, state, and local governments, which 

covers military and K-12 teachers. 

 

Walla Walla Trends Indicator 1.2.3 measures 

Metro GDP of the Walla Walla MSA (Walla 

Walla and Columbia Counties), and presents 

both the total and per capita figures using 2009 

real, or inflation-adjusted, dollar values. 

Washington State and the U.S. are offered as 

benchmarks. 

During 2014, real Metro GDP in the Walla Walla 

MSA was $2.245 billion, increasing by 14% since 

2001.While Metro GDP initially fell over $120 

million after a 2010 high of $2.366 billion, the 

current Metro GDP is higher than it was pre-

recession 

in 2007. 

Despite 

this, the 

Metro 

GDP per 

capita in 

the Walla 

Walla 

MSA was 

just 

$35,170, 

trailing 

far 

behind a 

figure of 

$54,710 

for Washington State and $52,526 for the 

nation. (Per capita figures here include the 

Washington State Penitentiary population.) 

Additionally, the region’s Metro GDP per capita 

has grown cumulatively only 6% since 2001, 

trailing the growth in the State (12%) and the 

nation (9%). 

An intriguing figure in this trend is that at the 

front end of the Great Recession in 2008, Metro 

GDP in the Walla Walla MSA grew by 6%, or by 

$140 million dollars, and remained above $2.3 

billion in for the next two years. “It is very 

typical for rural areas to lag behind statewide 

and national trends,” says Jennie Dickinson, 

Manager of the Port of Columbia. “The length 

http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=1&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=7


of a recession may be the same, but they 

usually start and end later in our rural areas.” 

   

Indeed, Metro GDP in the Walla Walla MSA 

grew during the national recession years, 

influenced predominantly by high activity in 

three industries: 1) real estate, peaking about 

this time; 2) high wheat prices, a crop that 

dominates local agriculture industry; and 3) 

infrastructure construction. Real estate is a 

major contributor to GDP in any region; six-

figure transactions add up, after all. 

Additionally, agriculture and government are 

two of the top five employing sectors, and as 

such, the fiscal health and activity in those 

sectors plays a vital role the Metro GDP.  

It is inescapable, however, that Metro GDP in 

the Walla Walla MSA has declined since 2010. 

According to Dickinson, this decline has been 

exacerbated by events at the Federal level, as 

she explains that “federal sequestration really 

hit government employment and activity hard, 

and our MSA has a disproportionately high level 

of government employment and activity.  Those 

cuts have not been reinstated.” 

A primary reason why Metro GDP per Capita in 

the Walla Walla MSA continues to be much 

lower than Washington State’s “is due to the 

difference in economic activity, salary levels, 

and cost of living between the Puget Sound 

area and rural Washington,” says Dickinson. She 

continues to explain that Metro GDP per capita 

lags other regions in rural Washington as well, 

due in part to “the shift in the economic 

structure in Walla Walla County to service-

based industries – restaurants, hotels, and 

winery tasting rooms.” 

While economic activity in the Walla Walla MSA 

will likely never reach the levels of such in Puget 

Sound region, Dickinson notes that “Ports and 

Economic Development Organizations in the 

Walla Walla MSA continually work to bring 

living wage jobs to the community….  

Capitalizing on the vibrant lifestyle in the valley 

as a way to attract new industry should be a 

focus.”  Moving forward, she explains that “a 

realistic target may be that we stop the GDP 

from continuing to shrink, and raise it back to 

the pre-recession levels as compared to state 

and federal levels.  Optimally, we would work to 

shrink that gap as well over time.”

 

 
---------------------- 

 
 

Total and Rate of Teen Births 
Continue to Decrease By Scott Richter & 

Dr. Patrick Jones 
 
Somewhere along life’s journey, most people 
learn that life is about the choices we make and 
the living with the consequences of those 
choices. Although parenting is difficult and 
challenging, it is also one of the most 
rewarding, satisfying, and fulfilling things we 
can do as human beings. If this responsibility 
comes too early in life, perhaps before either of 

the parents graduate from high school, life 
probably just became more difficult, however.  
 
According to the National Campaign to Prevent 
Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy, only 38% of 
teen mothers who have a child before they are 
18 will earn a high school diploma; the 
daughters of teen mothers are three times 
more likely than daughters of 20-21 year olds to 
be themselves teen mothers; teen mothers are 
two times more likely to not receive prenatal 
care compared to the prenatal rates of older 
mothers; and the estimated annual costs of 

https://thenationalcampaign.org/why-it-matters
https://thenationalcampaign.org/why-it-matters


teens giving birth to U.S. taxpayers is $9.4 
billion. The problem revolves around the reality 
that both teen mothers and fathers may be 
physically able to have children, but they are 
very rarely prepared emotionally and 
financially. 
 
Tanya Riordan, Vice President of Community 
Outreach with Planned Parenthood of Greater 
Washington and North Idaho says “In recent 
years, leading medical professional groups – like 
the American Association of Pediatrics – have 
updated their recommendations for teen 
pregnancy prevention to support Long Acting 
Reversible Contraceptive (LARC) methods as the 
‘first-line contraceptive choice for adolescents’. 
These methods include IUDs and the implant 
and are among the most effective forms of birth 
control, lasting anywhere from 3 to 10+ years. 
More awareness around these methods has 
caused their 
use to 
increase five-
fold in the 
last decade.” 
 
The good 
news for 
Walla Walla 
teens comes 
from an 
examination 
of indicator 
4.2.2, Total 
Teen Births 
and Births 
per 1,000 
Females by 
Age Group. 
There, we see a general decline in the national, 
state, and local rates of teens giving birth. The 
total number of teen births for females ages 15-
19 in Walla Walla County during 2014 was 48, 
representing the lowest number of teen births 
in the entire series, decreasing from 101 since 
the beginning of the series in 1997, and 
decreasing from the high mark of 114 during 
2001.  

 
More specifically, the rate of teen births for 
females ages 15-17 per 1,000 females in Walla 
Walla County of the same age during 2014 was 
7.2, representing the lowest number in the 
entire series, decreasing from 29.5 since the 
beginning of the series in 1997. For the most 
part, the rate of teen births to females ages 15-
17 in Walla Walla County has been above both 
the state and national benchmarks. 
 
The rate of teen births for females ages 18-19 
per 1,000 females in the County during 2014 
was 36.2, decreasing from 58.1 since the 
beginning of the series in 1997. For the most 
part, the rate of teen births to females ages 18-
19 in Walla Walla County has been below both 
the state and national benchmarks.  
 
So, the trend is moving in the right direction 

locally, in the 
state, and 
nationally. 
Why is this 
occurring - 
especially in 
Walla Walla 
County? 
Riordan says 
“the research 
is clear—
implementing 
age 
appropriate 
evidence-
based teen 
pregnancy 
prevention 
programs, 

expanding access to youth friendly health 
services, and promoting accurate, 
comprehensive sexual health information 
throughout the community is a vital aspect of 
adolescent health and wellbeing.” 
 
“In response to this need, Planned Parenthood 
of Greater Washington and North Idaho has 
recently begun delivering evidence-based teen 

https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/pages/aap-updates-recommendations-on-teen-pregnancy-prevention.aspx?nfstatus=401&nftoken=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR:+No+local+token
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db188.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db188.pdf
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=4&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=4&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=4&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=4&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=4&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2
http://www.wallawallatrends.ewu.edu/graph.cfm?cat_id=4&sub_cat_id=2&ind_id=2


pregnancy prevention programming to the 
Walla Walla community through an effort called 
the Healthy Youth Initiative.  The Healthy Youth 
Initiative is based on the premise that long term 
systemic impact and change cannot happen in a 
silo, and requires a comprehensive and 
collaborative community effort. The 
programming is implemented using a Positive 
Youth Development model – which is a holistic, 
intentional approach to education – and 
features comprehensive, inclusive, and age-
appropriate curricula and content.” Riordan 
explains. 
 
With all of the positive activity in the 

community and a corresponding drop in the 

trend line of the indicator, one may feel the 

problem is well under control. That is certainly 

not the case and while there is positive 

momentum, we should keep pedaling hard to 

keep that momentum strong. Riordan says 

“Issues of teen pregnancy are complex and 

multigenerational. They are influenced by many 

factors like access to comprehensive sexual 

health education, health services, and birth 

control.  Other direct indicators include poverty, 

educational attainment, and inequality.”   

With continued hard work, youth education, 

and access to resources, optimism will be 

warranted that the declining trend of teenage 

births will continue. Riordan concludes “In 

partnership with the Walla Walla community, 

the (Healthy Youth)Initiative empowers teens 

and young adults to make informed decisions 

regarding their sexual health to establish a 

foundation for lifelong healthy behavior; will 

build the capacity of local organizations and 

schools to effectively identify, implement, and 

sustain evidence-based sexual health education 

programming throughout the community; and 

cultivates a culture within the community that 

supports youth in accessing the sexual health 

information and resources they need to be 

healthy.” 

 

  
 
 

http://youth.gov/youth-topics/positive-youth-development
http://youth.gov/youth-topics/positive-youth-development

