
Walla Walla 
Public Schools

WINTER 2024 EDAC UPDATE



Agenda
▪Our Shifting Demographics

▪Schools as Economic 
Drivers

▪Learning Levy Renewal

▪Short-term Capital Levy





1960’s
1 in 10 students 
living in poverty

Less than 1 in 10 
minority



1980’s
1980’s

2 in 10 students 
in poverty

About 2 in 10 
minority



Walla Walla Schools Today

▪7 in 10 in poverty
▪52% minority
▪1 in 6 is a Multi-
Language Learner
▪1 in 6 is a Student 
with a Learning 
Disability 



How Do our 
Student Poverty 
Statistics 
Compare with 
the Rest of the 
State?
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Statewide Avg.
46.6%
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Statewide English Language Arts Assessment (All Districts) 
Non-Free and Reduced Lunch 
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How Does our 
Performance 
Compare to 
Districts of 

Similar 
Demographics?
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5th highest in Math!
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Perception vs Reality

▪School districts are a 
tax burden on the 
community

▪Facilities are only for 
school activities
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Quantifiable Data
▪Contracted with ECOnorthwest in 2013-14

▪Answer 3 questions:
▪What economic impact do 
school events have 
on the local economy?
▪What is the economic impact from 
the district hosting outside events?
▪How many jobs created/
supported by facility usage?
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EcoNW Data
Studied events held/hosted 
during the 2013-14 school year

▪During the 2013-14 school year, the 
District hosted 436 events with a 
total of 192,661 attendee days. 
▪372 events were the District’s internal 

events 

▪64 were hosted for outside groups at 
District facilities
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EcoNW Results
▪Visitors to the 
Hermiston area 
spent an average of 
$60.48 per day 

*$79.24 per day in 
current values 
adjusted for inflation
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EcoNW Results (cont’d)
District-related vs. community-related events

▪Internal Events - net 
impact = $2.57M

▪External Hosted Events -
net impact = $3.25M

▪9 yr. projections:
Internal = $34.75M
Hosted = $43.85M
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CY 2023 Walla Walla Events 
▪WW Sweets VB 
Tournaments (3), Walla2 
Hoops AAU Tournament, 
WW Griz and Bruins 
Baseball Tournaments, 
Softball Tournament
▪211 teams hosted in WW
▪Estimated 7,900 visitors
▪$626K economic impact



Proposed Capital Improvements as 
Economic Driver 
▪Tennis courts
▪Ability to attract district and state tennis

▪Baseball/softball lights
▪Ability to attract regional and state-level 

events

▪Multi-sport complex
▪Ability to attract regional and state-level 

soccer, football, track and field, 
marching band and lacrosse events 

▪Based on ECONW findings
▪Additional ~$1.5M annual increase in 

local economic output and labor 
income 









✓ Install an all-weather track at Pioneer MS for athlete, school and community use
✓ Repair the 43-year-old Garrison tennis courts (Chubb Courts) and resurface the 

20-year-old track
✓ Replace the 60-year-old tennis courts at Wa-Hi
✓ Consistent with all league schools, install high quality artificial turf playing 

surfaces and field lighting (low spill/low glare) in order to maximize utilization, 
participation and post-season play at both the Klicker and Hayner Park fields at 
Wa-Hi

✓ Install outdoor lighting (low spill/low glare) at the varsity baseball and softball 
fields in order to minimize instructional loss and maximize family attendance

✓ Install elevated bleachers with ADA access at the Klicker Track and Field site for 
soccer, football and track and field spectators

✓ Provide adequate access to restrooms and changing rooms
✓ Construct a JROTC "Raider Obstacle Course" for student, first responder and 

community use

What Will it Include?



$3/month 
for every 
$100,000
Assessed 

Value

What Will it Cost?





✓ 95% of Walla Walla Public Schools 
students are graduating on time! 

✓More WWPS students are attending 
post-secondary schooling after 
graduation than the state!

✓A higher percentage of Walla Walla 
students are persisting at 4 year, 2 
year and trade schools than the 
state!

✓And a higher percentage of WWPS 
students end up completing their 4 
year, 2 year and trade degrees than 
the state!
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