
Walla Walla 
Public Schools

COMMUNITY UPDATE – 2025



Topics
▪Superintendent Search 
Update

▪Continued Student Success

▪Capital Levy Update

▪Challenges Ahead Facing 
our Schools

▪Q and A



Superintendent Search Process



Superintendent Search Timeline



✓ Half of all high school students are enrolled in 
at least one AP, Honors or College-level 
course.

✓ 1 in 4 high school students enrolled in a CTE 
class.

✓ Over 1 in 5 students graduating with their 
Seal of Bi-literacy.

✓ 95% of all Walla Walla Public Schools 
students are graduating on time! 
✓ Latino students graduating at a rate 15% 

higher than the state!
✓ More WWPS students are attending & 

persisting at post-secondary schooling after 
graduation than the state!

Continued Student Success







Blue Devil Stadium and Murr Sports Field 
Light Improvements Underway!



Walla Walla Schools & Community 
At-a-Glance
District Data
▪7 in 10 in poverty
▪1 in 3 Walla Walla Children are 

being raised in a single parent 
household

Community Data
▪Housing Affordability Index 
▪ 69 (130, 7 years ago)
▪ 49.5 for first-time homebuyers

▪ Rental Affordability
▪ Half of our renters are paying more than 30% 

of their annual income on rent  

▪Child Care Desert
▪ 20 licensed child care slots for 431 infants & 

63 slots for 905 toddlers (1-2yrs old)



How is This 
Impacting Our Local 
Schools?



Districtwide Enrollment Trends Since 
2014
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It’s Not Due to Private or Homeschool 
Enrollment. In fact…
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147 Total Homeschool 
Students (Only 2.5% of 

Total Student Population)965

860
815

943
890

968
931

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

Private School Enrollment



Its’ Not Because Students Are Transferring out 
of WWPS to Other Districts. In fact…
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Transfer Ratio

We maintain the largest transfer-in ratio on 
record this year (2.22:1) 



What Appears 
to be the Culprit 

for Such a 
Precipitous 
Decline of 
Students?



There are 
Simply Less 

Students and 
Young 

Families in 
Our 

Community



As a Result: Steep Decline in Birth Rates
▪Birth rates in 
Walla Walla 
County have 
declined by 
approximately 
25% in 7 years.

▪8th lowest in Wa. 
State.



~340 kids per grade

~385 kids per grade

~450 kids per gradeCurrent Enrollment



What Are The Implications and What Can 
We Do About it?
▪How do we maintain the coveted electives and programs 
at elementary and middle school levels (e.g. HiCap, 
orchestra, band, choir, advanced courses, foreign 
language, dual, CTE…) if our student population continues 
to recede?

▪Is it possible to continue the comprehensive high school 
offerings our community has come to expect for decades 
once the small classes reach their doorstep? 

▪How can we come together as a community to help tackle 
some of the key drivers that are impacting our ability to 
recruit young families to our community?  



Any Questions or Suggestions?
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